Ground-breaking Falcon genetics project launched in Abu

Dhabi

A new project to study and sequence the genomes (hereditary information) of Peregrine and Saker Falcons has
begun in Abu Dhabi. Blood samples have been collected from specially selected male specimens of Peregrine and
Saker at the Abu Dhabi Falcon Hospital (ADFH). DNA from these samples will be analysed to determine the full
genetic sequences that make up the genome of these locally important falcon species.The project is under the
Environment Agency - Abu Dhabi (EAD), and supported by Abu Dhabi Falcon Hospital (ADFH), the International
Wildlife Consultants (UK) and two professors at the University of Cardiff in the UK. The genome sequences will take
two years of laboratory and computer work to analyse. They will enable biologists to study specific genes, providing

new insights into the evolution of these species and increase our understanding of their basic biology and

hereditary diseases.
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